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tanism. "A true Britisher," says an American writer, "feels a
thrill of pride when he hears that the sun never sets on British
soil. The American, however humble, is never left unmoved
by the statistics of billions of exports and imports, especially
when the balance is in favour of America. Neither may be in
any degree the better off for the fact, but he thrills as he does
at his own success.*'1 Yet an ardent patriotism need not be an
exclusive and selfish patriotism.
Education for    "My country, right or wrong," says one.
individuality     "What is wrong for the individual cannot be
right for the state," says another. The second
of these two voices must prevail in all our direct teaching and
incidental education; otherwise there can be no security against
a repetition of the cataclysm of war.  Whatever may be the
final verdict of history upon responsibility for the outbreak of
the first great war, there is no doubt that in Germany long
before the second great war a perverted nationalism had taken
shape in the doctrine that the individual exists for the state, and
not the state for the individual. This is the worst form that an
excess of patriotism can assume, and it is probably true to say
that in the last resort it was mainly upon this issue that the first
great war was fought. The German theory of the state was em-
bodied in the German school programmes, which aimed at pro-
ducing German citizens of certain standard types, and discour-
aged individuality. In a minor degree the same idea was present
in our English education, especially in the case of the public
schools, which aimed at the production of a type, and in which
individual variations were condemned by public opinion, but in
this case a personal and social rather than a national type was
the object in view. Against all these tendencies to ignore indi*
viduality a vigorous protest is being made in our day, so much
so that we now witness the opposite tendency to define educa-
1 W. B. Pillsbury, quoted by Maxwell Garaett in The Problems of
Peace> p. 335,